Introduced by Council Member Jones:
RESOLUTION 2011-743
A RESOLUTION MOURNING THE PASSING AND CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF THE REVEREND RICHARD LEE WILSON, SR.; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
for 55 years, the Reverend Richard Lee Wilson, Sr. provided spiritual leadership for his flock at West Friendship Baptist Church in Northwest Jacksonville; and

WHEREAS,
sadly, Reverend Wilson succumbed to failing health on November 2, 2011 and began his journey homeward to be with Him Whose Word he preached and lived by throughout his long and fruitful life; and

WHEREAS,
a Jacksonville native, Reverend Wilson grew up in the same neighborhood as West Friendship Baptist Church, was called to the ministry at the age of 13 and went on to  earn a degree in religion at what was then Florida Memorial College in St. Augustine; and
WHEREAS,
after initially pastoring Midway Tabernacle Baptist Church, Reverend Wilson took to the pulpit at West Friendship Baptist Church in 1953 where for 55 years he led a congregation whose membership more than doubled, initiated endeavors to improve the neighborhood and helped renovate the Old A. L. Lewis Elementary School into a facility for the Baptist Ministers Conference; and

WHEREAS,
an Army veteran, Reverend 
Wilson was appropriately laid to rest on Veterans’ Day and is survived by his wife of 39 years, 10 children, 36 grandchildren and a number of great-grandchildren and great-great-grandchildren; and
WHEREAS,
for his spiritual guidance and widely-acknowledged sense of caring for others, Reverend Richard Wilson, Sr. will be greatly missed; his memory will forever be etched in the hearts of many in our City; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Condolences.  The City of Jacksonville hereby mourns the passing and celebrates the life of the Reverend Richard Lee Wilson, Sr., and extends our condolences to his family and to the members of West Friendship Baptist Church.


Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

   /s/ Margaret M. Sidman_______ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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